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Agreement between ETH Zürich and Dieter Schwarz Stiftung

▪ ETH Zurich is establishing a teaching and research center for responsible digital transformation on the 

educational campus of the Dieter Schwarz Foundation in Heilbronn.

▪ Time horizon 30 years

▪ 15 new professorships in Heilbronn (+5 in Zurich)

▪ Employees: approx. 300 people

▪ Teaching: Master's degree programs, continuing education

▪ Approx. 750 students

▪ Funded by the Dieter Schwarz Foundation (largest donation to ETH Zurich to date)
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We want to play to Europe's strengths
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Talents Visionary Ideas

Scientific Excellence Engineering Powerhouse 
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« CERN 

of AI »



Professorship Profiles – Investment in Fundamentals & Impact
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(trustyworthy AI systems / robust & 

interpretable AI methods)

Information & Cyber Security

(securing digital infrastructures / 

protecting from cyber attacks)

7-8 Professorships

Human Centric

(ethically informed &                            

socially responsible)

AI for the Social Good

(support decision making in 

complex data-rich systems) Social Added 
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A very tight timetable
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Dec. 2023 

MoU 

2. July 2026

Inauguration 

Jan. 2025

gGmbH / SL-

Delegierter 

Oct. 2025

Professors

profiles

Dec. 2025

Collaboration 

agreement signed

2027

First professors 



ETH Zürich Campus Heilbronn

The Ecosystem in 

Heilbronn
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Institution at the Bildungscampus Heilbronn
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Innovation Park Artificial Intelligence (IPAI) in Heilbronn
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The Innovation Park Artificial Intelligence (IPAI)

in Heilbronn, Germany, currently includes over 100 

member and partner companies and institutions. 

This ecosystem is rapidly expanding, growing from 

60 partners in 2022 to more than 80 by mid-2025, 

and recently surpassing the 100-member 

milestone.

The IPAI CAMPUS will mark the next stage of 

growth, bringing together AI real-world 

laboratories, data centers, and work and project 

spaces across 30 hectares, accommodating 

more than 5,000 people working in AI.



Locations of ETH Zürich on the Bildungscampus
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January 2026
Our offices in HIP building

11Michele De Lorenzi



New Building for ETH Zürich (Planned 2030)
View from the Neckar
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New Building for ETH Zürich
View from the Boulevard
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New Building for ETH Zürich
Research Building
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New Building for ETH Zürich
Teaching Building
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Planning a Campus for 

the Next 30 Years …

Prof. em Joachim M. Buhmann, Akademischer Direktor



Employment
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Employment
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Employment
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Education
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Education
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Education
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Limits
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Limits
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Opportunities
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Opportunities
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Opportunities
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«Wir schaffen das 

Neue Denken»

Prof. em Joachim M. Buhmann, Akademischer Direktor



Where are we now in the digital transformation?

• Generative AI celebrates spectacular successes, e.g., effectiveness of 

software engineers and research mathematician grows more than ten-fold.

• Conversational AI platforms as Chat-GPT improve productivity for 

intellectual activities («brain / knowledge work») by order(s) of magnitude. 

• Generalization of conversational AI platforms is not understood !

• Correctness, robustness, understandability and energy consumption of 

AI systems are fundamental open research questions !
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Pros

Cons



University mission emerges from Pros & Cons

• Universities must educate future generations how AI-technology is 

humanely employed in society, i.e., public and private life!

• We substantially transform the workplace (Arbeitswelt)!         

Universities should provide humans with a future sense of purpose. 

• Trustworthiness of Artificial Intelligence, i.e., correctness, robustness, 

transparency & efficiency are central for future teaching and research!

• We must educate future generations to achieve AI empowerment       

(AI-Mündigkeit, “sapere aude")
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Pros

Cons
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What changes when machines can reason?
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Future educators might wonder:



Vision for ETH Zürich Campus Heilbronn
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Campus Heilbronn as a 

“living laboratory”
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• Research – How to accelerate research by AI and extend 

our capabilities for exploring our highly complex world?

• Engineering – How to innovate artificial creativity to 

enhance the Art of Engineering ?

• Teaching – Explore new teaching concepts to effectively 

translate foundational knowledge to viable application 

solutions for industry.

• Administration – How to increase efficiency of knowledge 

work to strengthen decision making in society?  

• Society – Empower and educate all citizens to foster 

AI-Mündigkeit.
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See you in Heilbronn

Prof. em Joachim M. Buhmann, Akademischer Direktor
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